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DOUGLAS STUART

It had taken scrxe time to iind tire perfect place to u,orship, a

s,iiitar',- phone box that rr,,asn't back-to-track u,ith another. \&hen his

fhther precented the psalm, the expectation ryas Cai ra..ould sing it back

to him in Gaelic u,,ith the full power of his belief. But when a particu-
iarly handsorle mar1v,'ould stroll past he 'u,ould cringe anrl lower his

voice and, u'ithout fail, John u.ould ask him whv he u.as u,ar.ering. It
was mortif\{ng to deal w-ith the slances cf passing strangers. }-or this
reason, he spent a good portion of their tirne together u,lth his eyes

r:Iosed or u'ith his track turned to the path. lJe found he elid his best

singing while his fingers searched the calling calds letl by the prosti-
tutes and rnasseuses.

For all that, he Uked dre Meadorvs. The rolling fields helped slorv

his rnind. It was one of the f-ew spaces rvhere the cirv torik a breath,
and he found it helped match the rhvthrn of his thoug-hts to his father's

unhr-rrried talk. He kneu,his father r.r,as staring out at the sea.

"Ciamar a tha thu an-diugh?" his father asked in Gaelic. Attd bou

ri't'e 7u)U tadAy?

"Fine. An,tl you?"

"l\or bad. Uprigbr. All pruise to God."
'Iiheir conversation was always censored, missing the things they

couldn't talk abcut. Cal ner.er mentioned he had nowhere to live. He
rrever said that since graduating he had been abusing the charitiz of
his ciassmates, surfing from one settee to the nert, r,yxifirrg for them
to iear,e for rvork so he could forage like a wood mouse) taking just
enough food to sate his hunger hut never so much as to get caught. FIe

ne1.-er nrentioned how he drippetl dry after a shorver, or horv he snrdied

the tideline of a milk botde so he could replace what he took with tap

lvater, or how he 'ivandered the Edinburgh suburbs of an evening so

his friends wouldn't feel the burcien of feeding him.
He didn't mention that he had found work with a band of-Nbanian

\l,omen cleaning the sick-splattered toilets of Negociants and the Rose

Street pub. Or how when he went to collect his first wage packet, they'd
deducted half of it fbr cleaning supplies and another seven pound fifry

JON

for storing the mops and pails. (
they'd told him to take it up uit
thought the charges unfair. And
how he hadn't had the courag.e r(

He absolutely didnt mentior
wanted to wirh a gende We1shm;
to lie on his belly with his arms
clasped in sorne devotional gestu
tell his father that, he was cerrain
s"ould ever share.

"Tbere are so r.rany pigeons here

much that could never be said, he
their conversation, and like a pers{

slight edge of desperarion to his t:
a piece of scrap paper with him a

fill the time. He took the paper f
His father must have thought hir
to be fascinated by all sorts of uni

"I sau) n tot of red cars today." H
rhis on a previous call. He placec
zucked the rain from it.

It was a relief when the smel
then all Cal had to do was receiye
the end. John was softly spoken ar

he had developed a fine singingro
ture, the damning words alwars r
beautiful, incantatory.

'A bhriithre, ma tha neach air
sam bith . . ." he began. "Bretbrez.,
-tbo are spiritaal should bring biru I
younelf, le* yoa also be ternpted."

For the past fewweeks his min,
ning backwards and forwards oyer
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DOUGLAS STUART

It could be like that with his father: a particular book could come on
hirn like a season and take hold of him for months.

At the end of their pra1.ers, John led them in song. FIe precented

the line, singing it first, and then Cal - three hundred miles arva), and

rvatching rugby piayers grapple in the soft rain - sang it back to him
with as much der.,otion as he could nluster.

After the singing the men lapsed into a stilted snrall talk again.

I lis father had never been to the capital and Cal had learnt not to talk
too much about Edinburgh, or else the next serffron u..ould focus on
all manner of sin. If Cal asked him about the sheep, or the weaving,

or the \.eather, he receir.ed the same ens\r.er. for u.hat good was pass-

ing renrark on something that ne\rer changed. "It's fine. It'll be hettet'

lort or'?'ow. Gad u illing."
So it r,r,as significant u,henJolin mentioned Cal's grandnrother and

the purpling of her feet. Cal could picture the calf-liver colour irnme-
diately, how it could be purple ancl gre,v and cream at the very same

time, both dead and grotesquel). alive. He coulcl picture srvollen feet
that were mottled and fatty-looking, blood blooming and fulminating
underneath a cloudy skin.

"Calf li'cer? Are yott -slu'e?" Even as he asked it, he knc.lv he hadn't
needed to. They had spent their lives r,veaving cloth, holding the weft
up to the light to check the consistencl,. Between them, all talk about
colour was considered and accurete"

"[t's that exdct shnde," saidJohn. "[t's not jnst herJ-eet. Htr l:eu't isn't
gootl ntd sbe contplnins lbaut her cirmldtion. She'-t limping, slouing down.

Antl sbe's more addled tl:an usunl. She tells nre she tnlks to the she ep."

"S/rsli nlwnys don.e that."

"!{oit, she clairns they'l,s tnlking hlck." John made a srnall clicking
ncrise. "Your rnotber's ntother is not rny responsibiliry, John-Cahtm. We'oe

discussed this."

"I know. But uby cnn't she go liae '-^ith my m.am?"

There was a dead silence that rnade Cal fear they had been

disconnected.

"Hello. Dad. Are yon there?"

JOE\-

"Yes?u said John. "I'm bet'e- I
question?" There was another 1nr
ba' barne and this is where she'll a

Cal suppressed a desire to p
his mother couldn't return homt
mother and spare him the burden

onb.'cause a fight, so he swallowt
uh's time," saidJohn finally an

knew the exact tirning of any job

Cal thought back to this last con
lurch. He palmed the eccie and

feel if he took it on a roiling belh
should be ebbing away as he arrir
ing lovely, numb to the tight feel,

the litde w-hitehouse at rhe edge

tle swallowed the pill and wa

The ferry was chunre.iog ,
setched the harbour recede. He
ing to mainlanders why, as an islu
fiought it'a madness. It seeired r

lessons in the local pool, pungen

frat man-made calmness could pr

cable sea.

It didn't feel like AugusrThe
of westerly that hurried the seas;

bour grew more distant, tlere wi
dull sky split open above the low r
taunting him to turn back He sh

pulled his hat over his ears.

The batteries from his l.VaILm
He had no desire to get a CD play
these songs, listening religiousls
tunes from the radio while he mu



,4d.ollrd E qtl,l!\ relstslq crlteq8 sq poE]ntu eq ellq,r olPer aq] ulo{ seunl

Strrdzt '8uoa oled puu 1aa4 uqof o1 zilsnor8qar Suruetsrl 's8uos esaql

8uuca11or qrnod srq ruads pEg aI{ '-radeld q3 e ra8 01 erlsap ou perl eH
.,rno8su13 ot r{rtsor orll uo pa1p p€ri uEur{[ElV\ srq ruo+] selJaleq eI{J

'srue srq ra,to ler{ srq palpd
pue tuas la{rnq eqt otul u.t\op IuB,It{s aH 'IrBq urnl o} rurq Surtunel

'eurqsuns;auq aqt ur psrurl8 tI 'u,ttol.!\ol eqt e^oqe uado tqds -L1s 1np
eql puB sPnolJ er{l uI {Eelq aJEJ u sBrK eJegl 'luulsrp aroru ta:8 :noq

-rErl eqt sv'st?oq eql IIB Pe,{tols PuE sBes aql Pelrrnr{ IEI{I r(lr3lse.lt\Jo

a&h aqr dq ua,rr-rp 'patuzls su.,tr uIEr aqa'tsn5ny e{I IeaJ t(uplp tI
'B3s alqEr

-r:1dur'snorcuder srr{l JoJ no,,( a:ederd plnoJ ssauurlur epctu-uuuI }BLII

q8noqr se's5urqt IEJIuIatlr'prdal'tua5und'1ood 1eco1 arll ur suossal

ua,tr5 se,n puelureru aql uo auol-ra,ta perueas ttr 'sseupctu r 1r lq8noqr
saru,\\ot eq,T_'rul,,r\s tou ppo) et1 tapurlsr ur se'r(q,t sJepuc]ulctu ol Sut

-ureldxa sree-{ a8allor srq luads prq aH 'eparai rnoqrtrl eqt perlrru-\\

pue peuJnl aq lnq 'JJ]Brrt erll sso,rJe 3ur:erunq; sr,,lt -Lr:c; eq,1

'raprf, 
-+o dp8 e {tu\ Llmop tI pal{su.&\ pue 1pd aql pe'ttolle,rs alf

'Ees aqt;o e5pe orlt tE osnorletlq,rt el]tlT aql

,res er{ uerfa lurq JeAo aruBJ ]Br{1.3uqaa; rr13n aqr ol qrunu tia,rol Sur

-1aa; dn IIor ot potut?,,!\ alf 'erroq paAIrrB ag se ft:,ttt Surqqa oq p1nor{s

,(setsca eqt uaqt rq8r:1y peruu er{I {leq 8ur1io: E uo tr loo} eq,+r IeeJ

urrrl e1rru rq8nu tr .r\or{ perapuo.&\ puc elrre aqr paurlud atJ 'qJrnl

aiqrrrat srl plp l-r-reg eqr sE uortesra^uor lsEI sirp ot lceq rq8noqt IBf

.,'rur{,mo,C paq aocrul;{)) 'arrop aq or qo[ .{ur go Surur] trcxe or{t r!\ou:l

ol{,tt utstu r Jo ltureuoo aqt II? rpr,/rt. pue ,,(11eug uqof pres ,,!ailttJ s,q ,
'Sutqtou pIBS pi.IE 1I pa&oflt-tts eq os'lq8q e asnec Iluo

pFo.,r\ uoDsenb oq] lnq'5uru:nta-r;o uaprnq eqt ur5{ areds puu raqtoru

u,4\o Jeq JOJ aJEJ orls t6uplno; -(q.r'aruorl uJrueJ ].uplno:) Jaqloru slr{

a,q,lt qse ot petue,,tt eH 'ur1{ a>1o.rord ot rrrsep e pessa:ddns 1u3

(;aoaa'! ct ulsaai ltt saas aqc 'sfifip .,taq ptn llJqs a. aqm s! q# pltl) a'allq -Dq

s?: s!# wqi slus nqlarupuat8 -nto|,, 'asned laqtoue st,,tt eJ. gJ ,,1uot$anh
'pdws,i,taaa ot asrutdsat, a pad:"-a no[ oq'alaq ta.L, 'ut{o[plus,,?s4{,,

NHOf dO NHO.[

ueaq pErI daqr rea; FJ apEur rt
niwfup,z,

a a,arq1' run1a 3 -uqo['&tfqs@t h
3.ugcg1c ileurs B epuu uqof .-pry

u'daaqs ary q qqr, atp tu stra,
'uaop Smaqs'8rydruq \aqs'wF
rys!. unaq ng'ualnq rrr{t* t"q._

lnoq, {lB} IIB'uretfl ot 
^*'aJ Ue^4. erp 8*plo.{lpop turaressa

t upeq etl lnerq aq 1r pelse aq sl

Suneuru{n+ puu Euruoolq poop :l

teal uello,lrs amprd p1n@ eH'a4
erues lraa etp 1B {rru).f,, puu i:r:l
-eurur JnoloJ Je^rl-J[?c erF a.@!
pue Jerporupuer8 s,p3 peuenw

nqaq aq llJI'eu{ sJL'paEuup -n

-ssed se,{a poo8 req,t ro;'ra.rsu a

'Suraea,Lr. erp Jo'daeqs eF uoq"
uo smoJ PInoA uouuas lxau arP:

{lEl or lou lrrrBel PBg IEf, PUE IEII
'ure8u >llul IIEurs petl.Bs E olrn pe

'Jagrln

tu1{ 01>lreq }l8ues - urar rJG tl
pue dene sepur parpunq eenP - I
petuecard e11 '8uos ur uerp PeI u

'srfluou roJ q
uo eruoJ plnoJ 4ooq rupcured u r

TUt - - a



and snrfled his bedsheets alonq the bottom of the door. FIe ;.olled the

l-'atteries betN,eeli his finqers ancl licked the tips, hopine'for a resurrec-

tion. Thev u,,orked for a halflsong lnore, before Sioursie Siorrx slurred

to a slow', ilrunken death.

There rvere six damp cigarettcs left in his packet. He took one

anel, shielding it frorn the ryeather, lit it. He pufl-ed it once and findinq
ir bitter, he held it out and r,vondere cl if it i,vould burn to ash hefbre it
u,as snuffed b). the rain. It passed the time.

I{e had hardly slept since leaving Edinb,.rrgh the afternoon before.

It rva:; required that he arrive in Uie earlv enough to catch the onlr,'

cr<-rssing to Flarris. So, he'd ieft Fldinburgh on the coach, passine

thrciugh Glasgorv but skirting al1 the islander-s that like to garher in
the pubs ai'ound Partick. Ile'd ceuqht another bus headed north for
the Hie1riands and macle it tc-r Fort Wlllianr, where he again avoided the

island exiles, the distant acquaintances who rvould hai'e giadiv opened

their hornes and offered hirn a \riarm meal and a couch to sleep on
for the night, anil inst.eacl squ:rnderecl the last of his cleaning wages

trrr sf'rend the nieht, feeling sulky and unioved, on a bottorn L''unk in a

bacl-packers' hostel.

ln tle morning, he headed to the Isle .:f Slq.e, r,r,here he'd journeved

to thc i:Lorth-v,.estern part of dre islancl and caught the bcat that woulcl

caln, him across the sea. F'rom a hus to a coach, to :r coach, to a hostel,

to a corch that boardecl the I{t,le' [erry.. 16 another bus, to this island

tern. to the islancl bus, and then fiually', to thc long u,alk at the end,

rt s-oulcl take him almost twenty hours to get home, an entire day to
rral'el less than three hundred miles.

lIe blew upon the burning tip of his cigarette and felt his el'es

grorv heer,y as ire waited tbr tl-re pill to do its work. He rnade a list of
the rhings that lie hed missed about hoine: the quiet, Doll i\{acdonald,
the sea. Then he made a list of the things he dreaded: the quiet, Doll
llacclonaid, the sea.

The rain v'as foruring puddles oil the seats. The puddles became

little oceans as the ferrv rocked on tire A,{inch. FIe hunkered down
and rvatched the tides wash back and forth. \\rarmed by his congealing

JOhr I

self-pit5z, he felt an oilv resentme
rancour towards his grandmottrer'
this ran a vein of shame, that he :

care for tJrose who had once cared

Halfiray across the Minch, a sres:
rain was almost horizontal. The s

before ordering him to move indo
The interior was quiet. It was

sisitors because the islanders rarel
quretl-y, or fiIled out crosswords in d
on benches, sleeping soundly, the
fieir bodies twisted as they kept b

Cal was dripping we! draggin
on the pill as he roamed the loungr
looked doun at his toes corning thr

seen - and he was snre that he had

about the state of him long before
Everythinghe owned fitinto a

Ithad -raken him iess than tenminr
lt had taken a litrle longer to fold
himself that had slowly been unfi
mainland. In truth, he had nor ch,
at college, and as he roamed the fi
Inoq:n he would be forced to comr

He tucked himself into the qui
his hands into his oxters and rested

,{cross from him sat a well-dres
tnow. She wore a fine tweed suit a
and set. There was no make-up on

of her were a discreet wedding bar

lobes. The tossing didnt seem to h
islander. She had her eyes closed a

hends clasped on top ofher copy o

DOUGLAS STUART
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DOUGLAS STUART

T'he old f'erry churned slo'iver than he remernhrered. Whenever
it carried him ail.ay, it skited across the u-aves like a skimrning stone.

Nou,- it groaned and protested as it made its clogged u.ay tou-ards the

islands, as though it shared lis olr,n reluctance. The engine sound u.as a

comfort to him, that muffleduhoo.sh-wl:oosh that felt like blood pulsing

in his throat, a thrum that travelled through his soles and up his spine

till it humrned in his mind.

"Dd thachair dha cl' aodann?" said the \!'omau. Her elres were open

now, her expanding pupils swallow'ing hirn whole.

I{e touchecl his face and felt the heat on his tbrehead where he had

picked at a spot until it bled.

The u.oman took a tissue from her handbag. She gave it to him to
rvipe the blood and said in Gaelic, "rlttd wbat do you. ltrtue to be grinning
tL,o ttt'i"

"\otlting. I'ru just bappy to l,e bending honr.e."

"You should take you,r hrtt oJf. You'll not feel the bcnefit."

He w-as ll.earing a lime-green knitted cap, a colour so acidic it could
rrin appetites. k was still pulled lorv river his ears and Cal consiclered

removing it, but then he remetnbered u-hrt \rras concealed underneath.

" I'trr .fi,n.e."

"Anrl1,sv'7', uhite ns a ghlst. l{ot a ftn of the boat,I.rze. " She unvrapped

a roll of sugary pastilles and leant for:wards to offer lrim one. She must
have smelt the drink on hirn because she snifTed and her face curdled.
As she sat back her knees clicked. "l,I/auld yott li-rten to that. I'm. nlthivtg
but t bng of kindling."

The pastille helped concentrate his gurning."h's tbe dnmp. I can

feel it alr end1,."

"Ob? l'ru surprised you can feel arrything ot rtll. Tbe stnte .yoru're in."
'lhe woman sat a vhile turnine ali the buttons on her coar the right
\\-a\- up. She peered at him u.ithout blinking. "I feel likc I know yau. sl'tx.

IJ7:ere nre .r-ou. from?"
"Fakltny."

"Ob, they like their dl'ink tbere."'I'he wonlan chuckled bitterlr,'.
"I'rn fi,om Shnu,bost, myselJ, but Fahbal, . . . that's n hard place. Hntd, but

Jomii r

benuffil," she conceded."Tltuugb i
rocks is beyond nte."

He had never considered it opr

nal great-grandfather's tenancy, hi
things, it had passed to Ella and e'r

She sucked on her sweetie, he
did you say you?'narrte uas?"

The boat lurched and Cal clor
j lacleod. Jo hn- C alum."

John Macleod. It was a name z

ferred Cal, which is what everyone
reminder of his father.

The woman frowned. "Andcl,
It was a question that islanden

-eiling 
on for centuries wherever tir

same names echoed on and on and r

reachd, his lineage. "I'm Jobn offul
The woman considered this- "

knre your grandfather He oolanteen

M mnn.Is your grandmotbn still,
He never knew his father's mc

-\lacleod had died whenJohn was
-after she had given birth toJohn, r
cised version of Iain, in the hope d
to Detroit where her husband ha
beater. Cal assumed this womrn ml
Ella? Yex My fother looks after hn O

on cbo you ask-"

'EJlg. Eh-la. Tltat's it. The Gk
mon could tell ber!"The woman pat
reFerence or disgust Cal could not

ul'ou'ue 
been awqt a wbilr, I set-'

such a thing, but before he could
lw citl a:ectbcr."
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IO DOUGLAS STUART

"Yes. I uos auay ttt college, att -rchool," he said.

"Anrl so uill l,ott hebt'''e now?'; she said, staring riqht at him.
"Llthtt do 1,ou rnean?"

"Be n good inf.uence on the yutng an.e.r. Leate the Jibb o.f the rruninland

behind."

"Oh, I see,'; he said, laughing a little. "I'es, o.f carrsc I u,ill. But you'ue

170 cltuse t0 uarl)t. Thet'e nye n0 ya'u'ttg an.es uheye I'ru Ji'0m."
A rvave broke ag'ainst the rvindow. It startleC him- The worlan

didn't react.

'"|ohn-Calum?"'lhe tall man ufio called his name had been stag-

gering to the bathroorn, his bandy legs unaccustomed to the sea. Cal,

u,ho had been fbrcing a sn-rile for the woTran, lust his sn-rile before he

recrx.ercd it again. He r,r,as angry at hirnself fbr not having considered

u-here the toilets u.ere when he chose this seat.'Aidh-it never isl"
Innes Maclnnes lived a f'ew miles from the l/Iacleod croft, rvhictrr

li'as close enough to be considered a neighbour. FIe was the only fiiend
his father seemed to have. Innes iived u,ith his younger brother, both

of them bachelors, and betv,reen them the1, fe1g6t or.er the running
of the family croft and cared fbr their elderly, cantankerous father. IIe
-,r'as known as Innes Ciirin, Gentle Innes, to distinguish lrorn his father,

Innes Crr)baidh, a flint-hearted old bastard. The islantlers calied the
men this to their faces. No one save or took offence.

Innes was tall and had a slightlv hungrv look to him. His tau.ny hair
\r-as thinning and he f-errttiered it at the fiont to cover the rising peaks"

FIe u.as a quie t rnan who had a gentle wav of speakine. The sides of his

thin mouth curlecl up in a srnile and he seemed unable to regulate it,
rvhether he w-as sharing good nervs or bad. For a man in his late for-
ties, he was still in fair shape thanks to the demands of the croft, and

Cal thought it was possible, in certain lights, to say he was hr.ndsome.

Innes looked to the Sha'r,vbostwoman and then back to Cal, w-orried

that he had interrupted some private joke. He couldn't understand why
Cal u,as grinning, yet the rvoman was upright and unblinking.

"I sall'your father on Thursday. Aidh-he never saicl you rvere

coming back."

JOIDi (

hrnes had a singular way of s1

the exact moment he began to ex[
sorts: the Harris gasp. And althout
proper'yes', his gasp made it seem l

himself and gave his speech a cauti,

all right? You don'r seem like y6s.
This man v'ho had hrown hir

his usual self.

His tongue felt swollen. He pr
e seasickness pill.It's made me feel

"\\rell, is this a visit, or are \.ou
-For a u.ee vfule anywayi"
Tnnes exhaled like he could n<

bc as-ay conquering the world. A
'all fiat."

Tnnes's ),ounger brother Sorler
that Tnnes Crirbaidh had not allou
to Giasgo*- but came back to fie i
fnnes, w.ho had missed out on fie
that being the eldest he would man,

and erentuaily the croft would be i
-\ PhD in French llisron'u-as

lrtt - it must have been a useless ,

Sorler. box--chested but penrriless, u
h. gog he used his education to criri
end when he failed to get his warin
uerments with big'universitt- worc
sssterns better suited for running Cl
Treading of kelp. More than once.
process for digging and turning dt
islanders in an efficient facton linr
r-rars of community.

Through all of Sorle/s lording
,rf higher education.Ife sa*. it to br
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T2 DOUGLAS STUART

separate them'that could' from them that'had-read-about-how-to-do-
it-and-so-thought-they-could-but-\,\,.ere-r1ow-too-educated-to-bother-

an d-should-therefor:e-mana ge-thos e-r,vho - did'.

Cal considered the Shaw-bost wornan. He didn't want to feel like
a failure, but thel, wouldn't appreciate him being bragail. "I still have

plans. But there's plen[,- of time for that."

"Doll -\l[acdonald will be h"ppy to see you, And -young lsla r.r'ill be

over the moon."

"Do bhrimair?" asked the Shaw-bost rvoman.

Cal liad no idea v'hy he cared what this woman thought but he

blurteci out a correction. "No, we weren't slr'eethearts. Not really."

Innes turned back to Cal. "Aidh-well, I'll give you a run down

the road, sure."

Frorn the harbour in town it was still a long journey home. If he

accepted the lift, Innes would drive him to the door anci he would arrive

home too soon. Cal needed time to adjust, to be amongst sffangers a little
longer, to drink rnore cider, to let the ecstasy ebb awa'ir The qutetness of
the long u.-alk at the end was a good place to resign himself to his fate.

"Thanks all the sarne. But I've got some things to do. I'm meetinq

a friend."
"\trtto?"
"Och, nobody you knon'."

Innes smirked at the absurd statement. "Sure ycu're ail right? \bu
look a bit lost."

"\'eah. Finc."What skimed hirn rvas that the closer he got to home,

the more lost he felt. I le got up, feariul he might utter his thoughts out
loud. He gathered his loose u.its and clappetl Innes on the shoulder,

then before he realised r.r,'hat he u,as doinq he hugged him. Innes v.ent

rigid in his anns and Clal thought it was possible that he had nr.lt been

hugged since hc u,,as a bo1'.

"Look. I fancy one last pint before I head honre. \bu knou.. my

father likes a dry house."

'As he shouldl" said the Shau,bost \r,onan.

JOlr,\- o

Cal moved awav from Innes.'
fm setded. OK?"

Itwas an abruptwayto dismiss
He shouidered the bac$ack and, c

:cutded back out into the rain.

The ferryrocked as its wake hit the ir
m be tlrrown about one last time. f
pulled their anoraks tight, their rr-i
elasticated peephoies.

The boat docked and the lorri<
be sure Inaes had driven avzv beft
to ss-im, he never felt completelv sa

_cround and he tapped his heels on r

\\Len he u.as in school, the childr
trrbire disaster and every Nes. \-ea
Bundt cake in the shape of a life rin
had perished so close to home.

He szs marching behind the p
clapped his shoulder. IIe knex- the r

fish tarmer frorr, Seilebost. "Anv cha
q-ith r-oui"

Cal chuckled half-heartedlv. "l
road: I could use a lift."

The man explained how his car
he couldnt afford. He rvas spending
*unt 'and his brother would drive u
lerer that night. Vl,tthout any hesiu
hospitality and his brother's sen{ce. I
the man whose name he was sdll un

He *aited for the man to s'alk:
hrs shelter. He missed the first bus c

aot catch the next he would be strar
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